Conferencing in 140 characters
The use of Twitter hashtags to promote conferences and share presented content is on the rise -an example is the World Seabird Twitter
Turn war rooms into peace rooms
The resurgence of terms such as 'cold war' and 'clash of cultures' in the media reflects a dangerous social dynamic that could drive societies to the brink of recession, civil war and societal collapse. We suggest that a more NOAA's strategy for unified modelling As Earth's systems change at an unprecedented rate, it is becoming harder to model seemingly unconnected phenomena such as atmospheric modern, open and scientific strategy might help to prevent history from repeating itself.
Today's strategic 'war rooms' use big data, artificial intelligence and cognitive environments to manage conflicts and crises or run big business. Recasting them as 'peace rooms' would be better in tomorrow's world -they would then be more democratic and would operate with greater transparency for legitimacy. This would help to build trust and expose flaws in the system.
Peace rooms could be run by interdisciplinary, international scientific teams to integrate the best available knowledge. They would rely on input from multiple stakeholders -including cities, civil society, non-governmental organizations, citizen scientists and crowdsourcing -to find solutions that work for as many people as possible. The rooms would be supervised by ethics experts to ensure that innovative outcomes are used responsibly. This is in line with approaches such as democratic capitalism and digital democracy (see also go.nature.com/2vm2gua and D. Helbing and E. Pournaras Nature 527, 33-34; 2015 processes and coastal-zone economies. Tight budget constraints make the situation worse. The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has therefore developed a unified modelling strategy that will work for the entire agency.
Unified modelling provides a common framework for interoperability across disciplines (even if they are using different information) by applying the appropriate number of models to a similar set of tasks and requirements (see go.nature.com/2vmzhqo). For example, the modelling enables seamless integration of weather-to-climate predictions -crucial for modernizing the US National Weather Service's operational models. It also allows the projection of productivities for fisheries under different climate-change scenarios. The breadth of this applicability, from research to operations, will benefit NOAA's partners and the public.
Our unified approach will also optimize modelling costs and resources. It will help to achieve a critical integrated mass for improving the NOAA modelling enterprise as it moves towards prediction of the full Earth system.
